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Building the evidence base 

• Surveys/censuses critical for monitoring/achieving the SDGs 
• Data revolution  change in the way we produce, analyze, share, 

and use these data  

• Gaps in: 
• Data availability  

• Reliability and relevance of available data 

• Accessibility and use of available microdata 

• Was already the case for MDGs  IHSN established in 2004 
to help solve these issues 

 



Microdata: what (many) users want 

Census and survey microdata that are: 

•Harmonized (consistent over time and across sources)  
 Comply with national and/or international standards 

and best practice 

• Edited (but not too much…) 

• Free (preferably) and easily accessible (on-line) 

• Fully documented (easy to discover and to use) 



Harmonized datasets – the issue (an example) 
Country X: “Main source of drinking water” in 1 census and 8 surveys over 10 years 



Harmonized datasets – the solutions 

• Ex-post harmonization: challenging 
• Some success stories (e.g., IPUMS), but limitations 

• Ex-ante harmonization: establish national and 
international standards for data collection 
• E.g., MICS and DHS programs 
• IHSN Question Bank application (new): an on-line 

repository of indicators, concepts, classifications, 
questions (screenshots) 



IHSN Question Bank 

Open 

http://qbank.ihsn.org/web/app.php


IHSN Question Bank 



IHSN Question Bank 



Edited microdata 

• Need guidelines and tools (e.g., for sample calibration, outliers 
detection, etc.) 



Free and easy-to-access microdata 

•Need enabling legislation and microdata access 
policies 
• IHSN guidelines on formulation of access policies  
• IHSN microdata anonymization tools/guidelines 

 

• The publish data and metadata on-line 
• IHSN NADA cataloguing software and TA program 



Fully documented and discoverable microdata 

• The DDI metadata standard (DDI Codebook, version 2.5) 

• IHSN free tools for survey/census data documentation and cataloguing 
• Used in 70+ countries (statistical agencies and others) 

• IHSN Survey Catalog and IHSN (Gender) Data Navigator (demo) 

http://catalog.ihsn.org/index.php/catalog
http://datanavigator.ihsn.org/
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/home
http://psa.gov.ph/psada/index.php/catalog
http://formularios.dane.gov.co/Anda_4_1/index.php/catalog/central


Links 

• IHSN website: www.ihsn.org 
• IHSN Catalog: http://catalog.ihsn.org/index.php/catalog 

• IHSN Gender Data Navigator: http://datanavigator.ihsn.org/ 

• IHSN Question Bank: http://qbank.ihsn.org/ 

• IHSN Software: http://www.ihsn.org/home/software 

 

• Contact: info@ihsn.org 
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Survey Catalog  
 
Examples of catalogs developed using the IHSN Microdata Editor (a specialized DDI 
metadata editor, a.k.a. Nesstar Publisher) and the NADA open source application 
 
Examples of functionalities of the catalog 

Screenshots 
 



Open 

http://catalog.ihsn.org/index.php/catalog


Open 

http://microdata.worldbank.org/catalog


Open 

http://formularios.dane.gov.co/Anda_4_1/index.php/catalog


Open 

http://psa.gov.ph/psada/index.php/catalog
















VARIABLE COMPARISON 



Gender Data Navigator 



Open 

http://datanavigator.ihsn.org/





