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Notes: Countries with at least one MICS 

survey 

             Including sub-national surveys 

             Including ongoing surveys 



MICS – Basic Features 

• Face to face interviews, observations, measurements 

• Representative data based on probabilistic samples 

• Modular structure of questionnaires, easily customized to 

country needs 

• 5 rounds so far; increased periodicity from 5 to 3 years; 

now an ongoing program 

• Country led survey program with UNICEF’s technical 

support 

• Full government ownership 



MICS - Since 1995 
Round Year/Period Emphasis # of Surveys 

MICS1 1995 World Summit for Children Goals 60 

MICS2 2000 World Summit for Children Goals 65 

MICS3 2005-09 
World Fit For Children Goals, MDGs,  
Other Global Monitoring 
Frameworks (e.g. HIV, Malaria) 

53 

MICS4 2009-13 
MDGs, Other Global Monitoring 
Frameworks (e.g. HIV, Malaria) 

60 

MICS5 2012-16 

Final MDG Assessment, A Promise 
Renewed, Other Global Monitoring 
Frameworks (e.g. HIV, Malaria), 
baseline for SDGs 

52 



Did you Know That MICS…. 

• Surveys include a separate Under-5 Questionnaire 

• Over-sample households with under-5s in some 
countries 

• Surveys are not always at the national level 

• Includes regional and global workshops as major 
technical capacity building exercises – 17 workshops in 
MICS5 

• Surveys are coordinated and technically supported by a 
small group of global MICS team members 



MICS works with diverse countries 
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H O U S E H O L D 
Social and demographic characteristics 
Children’s living arrangements/orphans 
Education 
Water and sanitation 
Household assets, dwelling 
characteristics 
Mosquito nets 
Child labour 
Child discipline 
Place for hand washing 
Salt iodization 

U N D E R – 5s 
Birth registration 
Early childhood development 
Diarrhoea, pneumonia, malaria 
Breastfeeding and dietary recall 
Immunization 
Anthropometry 

W O M E N  (15-49) 
Fertility 
Child mortality 
Antenatal, delivery and postnatal care 
Contraception, unmet need 
FGM/C 
Maternal mortality 

W O M E N (15-49) & M E N (15-49) 
Marriage 
Attitudes towards domestic violence 
Sexual behavior 
HIV/AIDS knowledge and attitudes 
Access to mass media and ICT 
Tobacco and alcohol use 
Life satisfaction 
Literacy and education 

Current MICS Topics 

21 MDG 
indicators 



Through household surveys, we have been able to…. 

• Generate official statistics and fill the 
gaps 

• Validate and complement administrative 
data 

• Understand knowledge, attitude, 
behavior in all contexts 

• Generate evidence on equity: who is left 
behind, where, and what are the gaps? 



Sustainable Development Goals 

 



New Directions 

• New areas of measurement 

• Coordination and collaboration 

• MICS for different purposes 

• Disaggregation 

• Use of technology 

• Dissemination, utilization and accessibility 



New Directions: New Areas of Measurement 

• The SDGs are extending to new issues key to children’s 

wellbeing, emphasize equity- focused, country-led, country-
specific target setting and implementation. 

 

• We have already started testing and validating some of the 
SDG indicators and will continue to test as necessary 
– Field testing of individual topics in various settings 

– Field Testing of MICS Questionnaires with new topics (Belize, Nov-Dec 
2015) 

– MICS6 pilot is planned in July 2016 

 



Sustainable Development Goals 

• ~60 SDG indicators that can be obtained 

through household surveys 

• ~30 already in MICS core or have been 
added to a previous MICS  

• ~20 not seem to suitable for MICS 

• ~10 that we could explore adding to MICS 

 



New Directions:  
Development of improved and new measurement tools for SDGs and 

other child-related emerging issues 

Recently developed 
measurement tools 

• Child discipline 

• Early childhood development 

• Children left behind 

• Child labour 

• Dietary recall 

• Post-natal care 

• Emergency C-section 

Methodological work in progress 

• Child disability,  

• Social protection,  

• Victimization,  

• Water quality assessment,  

• Literacy-numeracy tests,  

• Verbal autopsy,  

• Post-emergency assessments 



 

Water Quality Testing 



• Establishment of the MICS-DHS-LSMS Collaborative Group 
• MICS part of Inter-secretariat Working Group on Household Surveys 

led by Statistical Commission 
 

New Directions: Collaboration 



New Directions: MICS for different purposes 

• If and when systems that generate other types of robust 
and non-robust data (such as big data) develop sufficiently 
to deliver good-quality data with known limitations, MICS 
will serve purposes other than generating official data: 

• MICS will be able to  
– validate official data,  

– provide types of robust data that cannot be generated by other 
data sources – such as data on attitudes, behaviors and 
knowledge, and 

– generate the type of robust equity/disparity data that can only be 
generated by household surveys 

– create more space to focus on topics not captured in other 
systems 



MICS – Disaggregation 

Data 
collection 
through MICS 
(and DHS) are 
the primary 
source of 
disaggregated 
data 

MICS currently provides data for 126 indicators 
which can be disaggregated by: 

• Regions, provinces, districts 
• Residence (urban, urban-poor, rural) 
• Gender 
• Wealth 
• Education 
• Age 
• Ethnicity/religion/language 
• Other stratifiers 
• Combinations of the above 

 
• Forthcoming 

• Migratory status 
• Disability 



New Directions: CAPI 



New Directions: Use of Technology 

• Increased use of technology, including tablet 
assisted data collection, collection of GIS 
information 

• Close to half of the MICS surveys with CAPI in 
MICS5 

• In next round, we expect that majority of the 
MICS surveys will no longer be using paper 
questionnaires, but will all be relying on mobile 
instruments, such as tablets, to collect data 

 



New Directions: Dissemination 

• Enlarge the scope of dissemination tools to cater to varied 
audiences, i.e. child friendly MICS reports 

• Continue advances in improving effective dissemination, 
including 

– the reduction of time required to release the results,  

– transforming survey findings into formats accessible by 
a broader audience, 

– ensuring that secondary analysis of MICS data is 
increased and that data and results are more accessible 

• Compile papers and reports using MICS datasets and 
disseminate at MICS website 

 



Revamped 
MICS 
website 
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MICS microdata  
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MICS microdata  
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New Directions:  
Microdata use and accessibility 

• Further standardize datasets 

• Produce improved survey specific documentation for each 
survey and/or detailed MICS archives 

• Encourage the download and use of datasets, especially at 
local/country level  

– webinars 

– improved documentation and guidelines 

– compilation of papers/research using MICS datasets, etc. 

– methodological and research papers supported by MICS team as good 
examples 

• Periodically produce and analyze dataset user statistics 

• Develop internet interfaces to make possible the online access 
of non-statistical audiences to data to perform analysis in real 
time (MICS Tabulator) 

 


